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Earlier today, another horrific gun tragedy struck our nation as innocent men, women, and children were
senselessly shot at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut. My prayers are with the
victims, their families and friends, and the communities impacted by today’s terrifying events. As an
educator for 30 years, I know firsthand the importance of making a school a safe place where children can
grow and learn. Having that sense of safety ripped from us, again, is both shocking and jarring. It is
difficult to imagine what it feels like to be a parent that has outlived their child or to be part of a family
inexplicably left with a gaping hole in their hearts. While exact details still remain unclear, there is no doubt
that today is a somber day. A close-knit community, like countless communities all around our country,
was violently attacked, and we will continue to feel the shocks of this violence for some time. This event,
much like the numerous other shootings earlier this year, will undoubtedly lead to difficult discussions
about safety, public policy and emergency preparedness. This self-reflection is natural, and it is my hope
that we can finally take action to address the root causes of these horrific tragedies together, as a nation. I
have written previously about the need for stronger gun laws in response to the disturbing trend of
increased gun violence in our nation. You can read that below.
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